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The Green Party’s 2010 election manifesto. 
For a Green Shift that will create new jobs, an 
essential climate policy and global solidarity.

THE GREEN PARTY’S 
ELECTION MANIFESTO
– THE FUTURE IS HERE

MODERNISING
SWEDEN



The Green Party is focusing its 
election campaign on a Green 
Shift that will create jobs, in-
crease security and strengthen 
Sweden. We want to build a 
society that is sustainable in the 
long-term and can face future 
challenges.

The Green Party wants to see 
a major investment in a Green 
Shift throughout society - a 
Green “New Deal”. We want 
to make it easier for people to 
make sustainable choices in 
their daily lives. The future is 
railways, renewable energy, 
trams, cycle paths and energy-
efficient cities. The Greens want 
to implement the investments 
that we need. They aren’t just 
profitable – they will also lead to 
more jobs.

We want to modernise Sweden. 
We need investments in educa-

tion, research, enterprise and 
entrepreneurship. It should be 
simpler for people to put their 
ideas into practice and have the 
courage to take that step from 
being an employee to running 
their own company.

We want to abandon the throw-
away society. It should be worth 
it to repair something when 
it’s broken. We want to reduce 
VAT on services to encourage 
environmental consumption, 
while at the same time creating 
new jobs. Many jobs will also be 
created through investments in 
welfare and the public sector.

The Greens are consistent 
defenders of nature when it is 
under threat from short-term 
interests. Our commitment is 
driven by a love of nature and a 
strong sense of solidarity with 
people living today and with the 

The choices we make today shape the life we live in future. The in-
vestments we make today create the society of tomorrow. We have 
the knowledge we need to bring about sustainable development. 
Changes need to happen here and now.

THE FUTURE IS HERE

Invest in new jobs  
and reducing climate impact

coming generations. Our poli-
cies aim to create a world where 
people care. That’s why we are 
campaigning for peace, human 
rights and global disarmament.

Our policies have been devel-
oped in the spirit of freedom. We 
want to create an equal soci-
ety in which everyone receives 
equal treatment. To us this is 
a fundamental freedom issue. 
Society will be richer and more 
dynamic if we accept differences 
in values and lifestyles. People 
should be given new opportuni-
ties in life. Social security sys-
tems need to be repaired and 
made available to all.

The Green Party is going to 
the polls to form a red-green 
government together with our 
coalition parties after the 2010 
general election.

make it more expensive to use 
fossil fuels.

2. Double capacity in 
railway network
Climate-friendly transport poli-
cies across the country require 
major investments in the railway 
network. Capacity for passenger 

and goods trains will be doubled. 
We want to build high-speed rail-
ways and link the major Swedish 
cities Stockholm, Gothenburg 
and Malmö to Copenhagen and 
Oslo. We also want to link the 
main line with regional tracks to 
strengthen regional connections. 
It will be cheaper to travel by 
train than drive or fly.

1. Sweden will  
take its share of  
the responsibility
Sweden has to take its share 
of global responsibility. Emis-
sions of greenhouse gases will 
decrease in accordance with 
researchers’ recommendations. 
Increases to green taxes will 



3. Expand public  
transport
We want to invest in an exten-
sive expansion of the public 
transport system, trams, re-
gional trains, underground and 
buses, to create more climate-
friendly cities. We want to 
double public transport’s share 
of transportation by 2020. There 
is no need for new motorways. 
Public transport should be ac-
cessible and usable for people 
with disabilities.

4. New fuels for cars
Many people in Sweden are 
dependent on a car. Fossil fuels 
need to be phased out for en-
vironmental and cost reasons. 
So everyone should be given 
the opportunity to fill up using 
renewable fuel. It should be 
cheaper to drive on renewable 
fuels instead of petrol. Domes-
tic production and distribution of 
renewable fuels will be encour-
aged. It will be possible to fill up 
using biogas and recharge elec-
tric cars all over the country.

5. Make your own  
electricity
We want to make producing 
your own electricity profitable. 
An increasing number of people 
are keen to invest in renewable 
energy and contribute to reduc-
ing their climate impact. This 
also means that more people 
should be able to supply renew-
able electricity to the electricity 
network. We want to introduce 
a system of fixed prices for 
renewable electricity and allow 
net metering for small-scale 
electricity producers.

6. Invest in renewable 
energy and  
energy efficiency
We want to replace nuclear 
power and fossil fuels with wind 
power, biofuel, wave power and 
solar energy, and make invest-
ments to improve energy efficien-
cy. We want to invest in rebuild-
ing work that leads to reduced 
energy consumption. This will 
reduce energy costs. Uranium 
mining will be prohibited.

7. Repair Million  
Programme housing
We want to introduce a special 
investment grant for rebuilding 
and repairing run-down homes 
and urban centres, mainly in the 
suburbs. The investments will 
lead to improved home envi-
ronments and reduced energy 
consumption.

8. More goods by  
train and boat
We want to introduce a tax on 
HGV transportation in order to 
improve road safety and reduce 
emissions. This will mean that it 
will make more financial sense 
to transport goods by train and 
boat instead of lorry.

9. Protect nature and 
biological diversity
Meadows and pastureland 
that are rich in species will be 
protected and the section on 
protection of coastal areas in 
the Swedish Environmental 
Code will be strengthened. 
Valuable natural forests will be 
protected. Sweden will provide 
long-term protection for ro-

bust stocks of the four major 
predators: wolves, lynxes, bears 
and wolverines. The spread of 
environmental toxins must be 
curtailed, for example by ban-
ning several brominated flame 
retardants and hormone disrup-
tors. We want to preserve and 
recreate wetlands and provide 
legal protection for groundwa-
ter, which are all important to 
our water supply.

10. Farming and animal 
protection
The use of pesticides and com-
mercial fertilizer will be mini-
mised. Animal protection will 
be reinforced and we want to 
ban fur farming. We will pro-
tect the soil. We want to make 
it financially viable to pursue 
ecologically sustainable farm-
ing. Sweden will be at the helm 
within green industries such 
as ecotourism and small-scale 
food processing. We want to 
protect the soil from genetically 
modified crops.



11. Reduced VAT for  
service companies
We want to encourage growth in 
the service sector by reducing 
VAT within several industries. It 
will be cheaper to repair broken 
items, eat at restaurants, go to 
the hairdresser and fix a bicy-
cle. Sustainable consumption of 
services must be encouraged 
and we want to take an initial 
step towards achieving this dur-
ing the mandate period.

12. Reduced tax  
for small companies
We want to reduce payroll tax for 
small companies by ten percent-
age points. We want sole traders 
to have an additional reduction 
for the first employee during the 
first year of operation.

13. Venture capital  
for SMEs
We want to introduce a state ven-
ture capital fund to make it eas-
ier for more small and medium-
sized companies to have access 
to venture capital. The fund will 
be financed from dividends from 
the state companies.

New jobs, entrepreneurship 
and small companies

14. Trade and industry  
at the forefront
A lot of new entrepreneurs 
are motivated by the desire to 
take greater ethical, social and 
environmental responsibility. 
This contributes towards sus-
tainable development. We need 
to encourage this approach. 
We want to increase grants for 
innovation, product develop-
ment and environmental tech-
nology development at small 
and medium-sized companies. 
The state and municipal com-
panies will contribute towards 
new environmental technology, 
renewable energy and act as 
an example when it comes to 
reducing climate impact. Social 
and cooperative enterprise will 
be part of a green entrepreneur 
policy. We work to encourage 
more companies to start up in 
rural areas. We want to actively 
work to utilise and improve op-
portunities to take social, ethi-
cal and environmental aspects 
into consideration during the 
public procurement process.

15. Jobs and training  
for young people
We want to introduce a trainee 
programme in the welfare sec-
tor. We also need to invest more 
in professional training pro-
grammes and apprenticeships. 
More higher education institu-
tions will offer work experience 
at companies and authorities as 
part of the training programme.

16. An open and varied 
cultural life
A vibrant and creative cultural 
life is a key success factor for 
health, quality of life and the 
development of society. We 
want to invest in culture so that 
everyone, particularly children 
and young people, is given the 
opportunity to participate in vari-
ous different cultural activities, 
both actively and as a member of 
the audience. Schools of culture 
will be strengthened. Culture is 
a climate friendly alternative to 
material consumption.



17. No-one should be 
without insurance
Everyone should be covered by 
secure and modern health in-
surance. We want sickness ben-
efit to be available for as long 
as people are ill and we want to 
get rid of the health insurance 
ceiling. Society has a particular 
responsibility for providing ef-
fective rehabilitation. Everyone 
should be covered by general 
unemployment insurance.

18. Shorter  
working hours
We want to reduce normal 
working hours to 35 hours a 
week to give people more time 
and increase their quality of 
life. As an initial step we want to 
introduce support for parents of 
young children to allow them to 
reduce their hours, and we want 
to reintroduce the sabbatical 
year. We want to introduce more 
flexibility around retirement 
age and create opportunities to 
reduce working hours as people 
approach retirement.

19. Diversity at school
While at school children are en-
titled to learn the skills that they 
will need as they enter adult life. 
Parents and children will have 
good opportunities to influence 
teaching and be able to choose 
a method that suits the child. 
All children will have the atten-

Raise quality within welfare, 
invest in education

tion and time that they need with 
adults in school and at nursery. 
Quality in Swedish nurseries 
and primary and secondary 
schools therefore needs to be 
improved. We need to increase 
the teacher-pupil ratio, reduce 
class sizes and increase the 
amount of scheduled teaching 
time. We want to protect diver-
sity in schools, teaching and 
educational focus. We want to 
strengthen pupil democracy and 
invest in pupil healthcare.

20. Let children  
be children
A playful and safe childhood 
should be a universal right. A 
society that is good for children 
is good for everyone. We want 
to boost children’s rights and 
incorporate the UN Convention 
on the Rights of the Child into 
Swedish law.

21. Preventive care
Healthcare and nursing need 
to adopt a preventive approach 
that promotes healthy living. 
Healthcare will be equal for all 
and be located close to citizens. 
It will be characterised by team-
work and broad medical and 
psychosocial expertise. Special 
initiatives are required in order 
to reduce mental ill-health and 
improve elderly care. Checks 
and monitoring will be enhanced 
to reduce cases of incorrect use 
of medication.

22. Good food
We want to improve the quality 
of food in schools, hospitals and 
homes for the elderly. Children, 
older people and sick people 
will be served freshly cooked 
meals from local kitchens in 
schools, homes and hospitals 
instead of heated up food that 
is driven long distances. When 
procuring services the focus 
will be on organic ingredients 
and locally produced food, 
which is why the law on pub-
lic procurement needs to be 
reviewed to allow the promo-
tion of local purchasing. Tasty 
and nutritional food is a natural 
aspect of welfare.

23. A strong higher  
education system and  
increased student grants
The education system is a key 
aspect of a modern knowledge-
based society. Quality in higher 
education institutions will be 
improved by increasing the 
amount of contact time for the 
students and a greater focus 
on good teaching methods. 
We want to offer people new 
opportunities and to make it 
easier to study at all stages in 
life. That’s why we want to raise 
the student grant and improve 
students’ social safety net. Co-
operation will be strengthened 
between universities/higher 
education institutions and the 
business sector.



24. Equality at home  
and on the board
Both parents are entitled to be 
at home with their children and 
the child has the right to be with 
both parents. We want paren-
tal insurance to be divided into 
three periods, with the parents 
each being assigned a certain 
number of days and the third 
period being divided up as they 
choose. This will improve op-
portunities to divide up parental 
leave in an equal manner. We 
want to introduce a law on quo-
tas for the number of women on 
the boards of listed companies 
and public sector companies.

25. Women’s safety  
is freedom
We want to increase resources 
to women’s refuges working 
with domestic violence. The 
justice system must handle 
cases with skill and respect. 
Rape laws will be strengthened 
to guarantee sexual integrity. 
Children who have witnessed 
violence in the home will be 
regarded as victims of crime. 
People who are convicted of as-
sault will be forced to undergo 
treatment. Violence against men 
and violence within same sex 
relationships must also be given 
attention. More resources are 
needed to tackle prostitution 
and human trafficking.

An equal society 
increases freedom

26. Equal rights for all
Discrimination legislation needs 
to be toughened up. We want to 
promote equal rights at compa-
nies and government agencies. 
Local anti-discrimination agen-
cies will be strengthened. We 
want to continue to campaign 
for the rights of homosexual, bi-
sexual and transsexual people. 
Efforts to tackle hate crime will 
be stepped up. Everyone will 
have the opportunity to partici-
pate fully in society. We want 
lack of access to be classed as 
discrimination against people 
with disabilities under the law.

27. Learning using  
native language
One of the most efficient ways 
of improving school results for 
children whose native language 
is not Swedish is to invest more 
in native language teaching. We 
want to extend the right to na-
tive language teaching to cover 
the entire compulsory schooling 
period. We also want to increase 
subject teaching in children’s 
native language.

28. Jobs and training  
for newcomers
Newcomers to Sweden will be 
offered opportunities to learn 
Swedish quickly, validate or sup-
plement their training and get a 

job. We want Swedish language 
studies to be combined with 
practical experience. We want 
to improve quality in Swedish 
as a second language. We want 
universities and higher educa-
tion institutions to offer courses 
in Swedish for people coming 
to Sweden with an academic 
education.

29. Defend the right  
to a private life
People’s right to a private life is 
being restricted across soci-
ety. We want to strengthen the 
regulations regarding camera 
surveillance so that individual 
integrity is taken into considera-
tion. The state will not be able to 
register all Internet user traffic 
in Sweden. We want to abolish 
the FRA law on changes to de-
fence intelligence activities.

30. A free internet  
and balanced  
copyright legislation
We want to protect the rule of 
law and integrity on the internet 
by making changes to the IPRED 
law on file sharing. We want to 
modernise copyright law and 
decriminalise file sharing for 
private use. Net neutrality is an 
important principle that must be 
defended.



31. Active global  
climate policy
We must reduce global emis-
sions of greenhouse gases. We 
want to campaign globally to 
phase out all subsidies on coal, 
oil and nuclear power. We want 
to introduce environmental 
control charges for fossil fuels 
within international airline and 
shipping operations to cover the 
cost of climate initiatives in poor 
countries. We must increase 
international support for cli-
mate measures in developing 
countries.

32. Tackle poverty
We want to work for fair trade 
that takes account of the needs 
of the poor countries. The level 
of aid given by Sweden will be at 
least one percent of GNI. Sweden 
will campaign to write off illegiti-
mate debts and ensure that poor 
countries do not fall into debt 
traps. Tackling poverty will be a 
key element of foreign, trade and 
development aid policy.

A just and sustainable world 
is possible

33. Phase out  
export of arms
We want to phase out the export 
of arms. An initial step will be 
to toughen up regulations for 
Swedish weapons exports. 
It is unacceptable for Swed-
ish weapons to be exported to 
countries that are involved in 
human rights abuses. We say no 
to investing additional billions 
in a new, upgraded version of 
the JAS fighter plane. Sweden 
should remain outside NATO. 
We must step up efforts to 
establish peace in the world. We 
also want to prohibit the manu-
facture of mines and cluster 
bombs in Sweden.

34. Stop overfishing  
in our seas
All subsidies must be removed 
that contribute towards over-
fishing. Cod and other species 
of fish in our seas should not 
be fished if their numbers fall 
below safe levels. Strong meas-
ures are required to tackle il-
legal fishing. We will also review 
Sweden’s trade policy to help 
reduce overfishing in other seas 
around the world.

35. Respect for human 
rights in refugee policy
We want to create more legal 
routes for migration to the EU. 
A more humane refugee policy 
is needed. There have long been 
deficiencies in the Swedish 
migration process, which is why 
we want to carry out an amnesty 
for all those without papers. The 
best interests of the child will be 
prioritised in the assessment of 
all refugee cases. Those with-
out papers should be entitled to 
healthcare and have the right to 
attend school.

36. No to EMU
We want Sweden to keep its own 
currency and not join the EMU. 
The EU must be more demo-
cratic and less centralised. The 
EU should not have a common 
defence policy.



VOTE FOR A GREEN,  

HUMANE AND  
MODERN SWEDEN  

ON 19 SEPTEMBER

Find out more at www.mp.se
 

Become a party member via SMS.  
Send the text message “mpmedl yyyymmddxxx”  

to telephone number 72456.  
Cost 50:- + call charge.


